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Fight the good fight

FOREWORD
“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on
eternal life, whereunto thou art also called,
and hast professed a good profession before
many witnesses”. 1Timothy 6:12.
Christianity is not fun fair but warfare the.
The call to Christianity is a call to warfare.
The Bible says in Ephesians 6:12 that we
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places”. There is a well-organized structure
of opposition against God's children. We
must never take this for granted. The devil is
our common enemy who must be defeated.
The book: “fight the good fight” presents
dynamics of warfare and how to wage war
in a godly, spiritual and wise way.
iv

Foward

The assumption that all is well and there is
no need to Fight is a deception of the devil.
Life is a battle field and you can't afford to be
causal with it. God's word is very clear that
“the life of man upon the earth is warfare
Job 7:1. To this end, we must fight the good
fight of faith. I therefore endorse this book
as a “must read” for everyone who desires
victory in any area of challenge of life.
Please read and pass it on.
Shalom!
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INTRODUCTION
Wars are effected by strategy. The strategy
of the enemy has not changed. In the
Garden of Eden, he used what was around
man to destroy what was in man. When the
devil attacks your finances, Its not because
he needs your money, (the devil doesn't
spend money in the dark world). He doesn't
attack your marriage because he wants to
marry your spouse; he doesn't attack your
car because he wants a new ride. When the
devil attacks any of these things, it's
because he has realized that your heart is
connected to them so, if he can touch them,
then he can touch your heart and destroy
you. The devil will always use what is around
you to get what is inside of you.
1

Fight the good fight

Some Christians today are more mindful of
what is around them than the treasure that
is inside them. They are more scared of
losing money more than losing their soul
and that is why they find it difficult to
overcome the devil. Instead of setting their
heart

on

fire

through

purity

and

righteousness, most Christians rather pray
to set “fire” around their businesses, money,
cars, even their future. If the devil is able to
capture your heart by making you live in sin,
then he will eventually have power over your
physical

materials.

Proverbs

4:23

admonished you to “Keep your heart with all
diligence, for out of it are the issues of life".
Many Christians prefer to keep their
properties as against keeping their hearts.
2
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Keeping something diligently is more like
guarding it from any external influence or
attack. Unfortunately, the Church today is
seriously guarding physical and material
things as against Spiritual things, and we
have sold our soul so cheap to the devil.
That's why many don't care about living in
sin and immorality but rather scared of not
getting a marriage partner, or making a lot of
money. We scream fire! Fire!! Fire!!!, as
though in prayers, while our heart is
extremely cold. We have neglected the
message that prepares people for the
second coming of Jesus Christ and all we talk
about is how to make money and be
prosperous on the earth. We forget that the
more the messages of Repentance,
Holiness, Fear of God, Heaven and Hell are
neglected the more sin increases and the
3
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more sin will increase; the more the
Churches will fall before Satan. Many
Churches today are only mindful of building
extravagant buildings with broken souls
“worshiping” in them and that is why we
now see Christians who speak in tongues
and yet addicted to all kinds of secret sins;
yet they tell you "We are living under grace"
as if grace is a license to sin.
God's desire for His children is a glorious
future. Jeremiah 33:11 says I know the
thoughts I think towards you, thought of
good and not evil that you may have an
expected end. Again, He said in (Isaiah 43:
21). This people have I formed for myself; they
shall shew forth my praise. Therefore God's
desire for His children is a glorious future.
4
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This glorious future however, will not come
without fight! Why? The devil is going
about opposing and challenging the rights
of God's children. The Bible says, he goes
about seeking whom he may devour. His
mission as stated in John 10:10 is to steal,
from God's children, kill their vision and
destroy the entire plan of God for them.
It may seem the devil has gotten the first
foot in the fight and that he has left the
children of God only to seek defence.
Defence is good; however, it is not the best!
It is better to be an attacker than to be a
defender. The greatest potential to make
points in any game / battle of life belongs to
the attacker not the defender. The defender
is at risk of becoming a loser. Jesus Christ
came down from Heaven for the Salvation
of mankind. It was a battle for the soul of
5
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man. The devil came with all manner of
temptations but He didn't obliged.
Even after the cross; Jesus went straight to
hell and requested the keys and after
resurrection, He told His disciples, “All
powers in Heaven and on earth is given to
me ...” Until the battle is over, it is not over.
St. Gertrude Sang the hymn Onward
Christian Soldiers, marching as to war, with
the cross of Jesus who is gone before, Christ
the royal master, leads against the foe,
onward (attack) into battle, see His banners
go.
Jesus is our role model and example in
warfare. The call to righteousness doesn't
mean we must not fight. There is a righteous
fight we are called to. Remember, the
weapons of our warfare are not Carnal
(physical); and again, “we wrestle not
against flesh and blood (mere man), but
against principalities and powers.
6
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Good people will have to fight too. Expect to
fight on different levels. Expect to fight
about different things. Expect war with
almost everyone. Be prepared to fight and
win. We are called to fight and our savior is
leading His armies into victory.
This book “Fight the good fight” is a
product of the vivid encounters from some
anointed authors such as Dag Hewardmills, Avery T. Willis, JR, and Pastor E.A
Adeboye. It sets out to encourage believers
that they are not alone in the warfare of life
as Jesus Himself leads and instructs us on
how to fight the good fight. It also highlights
the good fight we must strive to fight and
the resources available so that we do not
retreat.
Prepare yourself to fight because you are a
Christian, prepare yourself to fight even
7
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more because you are a star in the making.
Remember, as a Christian disciple, we are
called to develop a personal lifelong,
obedient relationship with Jesus Christ in
which He transforms our character into
Christlikeness, changes our values into
kingdom values, and involves us in His
mission, in the home, the church and the
world. This will not be a reality without
fighting the good fight of faith.
God bless you on this path to your glorious
destiny.

8
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CHAPTER

One
THE ORIGIN OF SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Spiritual warfare is the fight of resistance
and enforcement against the forces of evil.
(The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill,
and to destroy: I am come that they might have
life, and that they might have it more abundantly
John 10:10.
Although, not discernible to a lot of people,
spiritual warfare is a constant on-going
occurrence in the realm of the spirit Psalm
91:5-8. Spiritual warfare has its origin in the
rebellion of Satan and his allied angels
against God (How much art thou fallen from
heaven, O lucifer, son of the ground, which didst
10
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weaken the nations!... Isaiah 14:12-15, And
there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels
fought against the dragon; and the dragon
fought and his angels, And prevailed not; neither
was their place found any more in heaven. And
the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the
whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and
his angels were cast out with him. Revelation
12:7-9). We must understand that the
position the devil has lost and his destiny
being sealed eternally has made him to
determine to do anything and everything
that will rob mankind of a glorious future.
The devil is determined to take with him as
many souls as possible to hell. He is always
busy and on his feet with his angels to
ensure that God’s children do not fulfill
their glorious destiny. The battle is on,
constantly. Remember satan is the prince of
11

The origin of spiritual warfare

this world, and he leads a coalition of forces
against God and anything connected to His
purpose on earth. It is therefore important
to note that mankind is the target of his
attacks, regardless of religious affiliation,
academic qualification, gender, age, culture
or tribe. For this reason Revelation 12:12 says,
“Woe to the inhibiters of the earth and of the sea!
for the devil is come down unto you, having great
wrath”.
Many people do not accept this truth, and so
they fall prey to the tricks of the enemy to
make them oblivious to his activities. When
people begin to seek for natural or scientific
solutions to a spiritual problem, it is bound
to end in total failure. However, thanks be to
God, because the Lord Jesus has defeated
and destroyed the devil through His death
and resurrection. As a child of God, your
12
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responsibility is to enforce the victory won
by Christ and utilize the enormous power
He has vested on you against the tricks of
Satan and his demonic angels (Behold, I give
unto you power to tread on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy:
and nothing shall by any means hurt you. Luke
10:19).
If you do not recognise who you are as a
child of God and enforce your position in
Christ against these evil forces, they will
end up robbing you of what is rightfully
yours. As Christians, we are involved in a
fight of faith in order to live in the reality of
the victory that Christ has won and given to
us over the devil, the world system and the
flesh. “Forasmuch then as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself
13
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likewise took part of the same; that through death
he might destroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil; And deliver them who through
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to
bondage. Hebrews 2:14-15”,
“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the
world: and this is the victory that overcometh the
st
world, even our faith”. 1 John 5:4,
And they that are Christ's have crucified the
flesh with the affections and lusts. Galatians
5:24
Satan deploys his attacks on Christians from
two major fronts. He empowers the world
system to attack and work against
Christians externally through persecution,
deception and seduction. He also attacks us
internally by using the weaknesses of the
natural body we currently possess to try to
14
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frustrate our commitment to serving God
fully. The primary focus of the devil's
strategy is to entice us into sin, so as to break
our fellowship with God. Jesus is our
perfect example, Col 2:15. He came into this
world to destroy the works of the devil and
to show us how to live above sin. He went
through trials and temptation like we are
facing today and yet He did not sin (For we
have not an high priest which cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Hebrews 4:15). He therefore expects us to be
determined to resist sin, no matter the cost.
Our loving and compassionate Father has
perfected the mechanism to assist us
triumph over the wicked attacks of the
devil, but He expects us to resist the
15
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temptation to sin with everything we have
and not to fall prey to the antics of the devil
like weaklings. (There hath no temptation
taken you but such as is common to man: but
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye
may be able to bear it.
st

1 Corinthians 10:13).
If you know what awaits you in heaven, you
will not find it difficult to say NO to Sin. You
can stand tall and be in command of the
worldly system like Joseph and Daniel in
the Bible.

16
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CHAPTER

Two
SCRIPTURAL INSTRUCTIONS TO FIGHT
For the Lord of host hath proposed and who
shall disannult it? And His hand is
stretched out, and who shall turn it back
Isaiah 14:27
God Almighty is inexorable in His purposes
that He has proposed on the earth, He will
not be moved, He will not be turned back
and nothing will stop Him. You as well will
need to be inexorable, unyielding and
uncompromising when fighting the enemy.
Approach the work of God with strength,
courage and inflexible determination
knowing that the ministry is a matter of life
18
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and death. Wars are won by people whose
hand could not be turned back and who did
not show weakness in the face of the enemy.
In this chapter, we shall be looking at certain
Scriptural instructions that encourages us to
fight and take the enemy by storm.
1. Jesus Christ leads the armies of Heaven
and makes war in righteousness. A lot of
people do nothing in the faith because they
do not want to fight. Their own type of
Christianity is not a fighting one as they
believe. If you want to follow Jesus, you
have to join His army and you have to fight.
“And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white
horse; and he that sat upon him was called
Faithful and True, and IN RIGHTEOUSNESS
HE DOTH JUDGE AND MAKE WAR”.
His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head
were many crowns; and he had a name written,
that no man knew, but he himself. And he was
19
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clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his
name is called The Word of God. And THE
ARMIES WHICH WERE IN HEAVEN
followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine
linen, white and clean. And out of his mouth
goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite
the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of
iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
Revelation 19:11-15
2. Jesus Christ is a lamb who makes
war. The lamb made war on the ten kings
who united themselves against Him and
overcame them. Jesus Christ is a lamb who
makes war.
And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten
kings, which have received no kingdom as yet;
but receive power as kings one hour with the
beast. These have one mind, and shall give their
20
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power and strength unto the beast. These
SHALL MAKE WAR WITH THE LAMB, and
the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of
lords, and King of kings: and they that are with
him are called, and chosen, and faithful
Revelation 17:12-14
3. God teaches our hands to war.
He TEACHETH MY HANDS TO WAR, so
that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms. Psalm
18:34. Looking at this scripture there is no
other reason why God would train your
hands if not to fight. Also, the need for the
lord of Host Himself to be the resource
person training your hand to war leaves you
with the impression that life is a battle field,
you must fight.
21
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4. We are instructed to fight a good
fight. There is a clear instruction in
scripture that says you must fight. God
urges you to fight! The fight is described as a
good fight because you win. A good fight is
a fight with a genuine and good purpose
and you will win!
FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT of faith, lay hold
on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called,
and hast professed a good profession before many
witnesses. 1 Timothy 6:12
5. We are instructed to engage in a good
warfare. We are actually told to be good at
warfare. It is an instruction for every
minister of the gospel. Timothy was one of
the first pastors ever in the history of the
church. And he was told to be good at
warfare.
This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy,
22
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according to the prophecies which went before on
thee, that thou by them mightest WAR A
GOOD WARFARE; 1 Timothy 1:18
6. The ministry of the Lord Jesus is
described as warfare. Apostle Paul
considered his ministry as warfare and
asked an important question.
WHO GOETH A WARFARE any time at his
own charges? 1 Corinthians 9:7 Even God
sponsors into battle.
7. Paul described his life and ministry as a
fight. Paul was fighting constantly. If you
are in the ministry, you are constantly in a
fight! If you work for God, you are a fighter!
Whether you like it or not, you are in a fight
for your life.
I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; SO
23
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FIGHT I, not as one that beateth the air: 1
Corinthians 9:26. I have fought A GOOD
FIGHT, I have finished my course, I have kept
the faith:
2 Timothy 4:7
8. We are given spiritual weapons to war
with.
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war
after the flesh: (For THE WEAPONS OF OUR
WARFARE are not carnal, but mighty through
God to the pulling down of strongholds;)
2 Corinthians 10:3-4 weapons are not for
decoration they are for battle. When
weapons are made available to us as seen in
the scripture above, then we are being
equipped for war.
9. We are instructed to be strong and to arm
24
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ourselves. Why would we have to be armed
if we were not going to fight? We are at war
with principalities, powers, rulers of the
darkness of the world. Gird up your loins
and get ready for a good, long and
courageous fight!
Finally, my brethren, BE STRONG in the Lord,
and in the power of his might. Put on the
WHOLE ARMOUR of God, that ye may be able
to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we
WRESTLE not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places.
Ephesians 6:10-12
10. There is a war with the dragon and we
are a part of it. The dragon makes war
25
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against people who keeps the
commandments of God. Do you keep the
commandments of God? If you do, then
expect the dragon to engage you in a
warfare. And THE DRAGON was wroth with
the woman, and went to MAKE WAR with the
remnant of her seed, WHICH KEEP THE
COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ. Revelation 12:17.

26
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CHAPTER

Three
FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT
When the purpose of a thing is not known,
abuse will be inevitable. What more, when
the benefit in a fight is not known, the
motivation to engage in it may be low. We
must understand that fighting a good fight
requires wisdom and strategy. When
wisdom is not applied in any battle of life
the outcome is failure and that's always the
result of foolish fight. A good Christian will
avoid a foolish fight. Remember any fight
you engage in without the wisdom of God is
a foolish fight. Are you fighting a foolish
fight or the good fight of faith? There is a
story of a general who under instructions of
his leaders engage a foolish fight. He so
fought and fought and fought until he came
28
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to his senses common truly is not common
in most cases.
General Paulus and the Foolish Fight
In 1942, Adolf Hitler, the leader of
Germany, invaded Soviet Union for the
second time and tried to capture an
important city called Stalingrad. Both Adolf
Hitler and Stalin (the leader of Russia) were
strong commanders and it seemed that they
had met their match in Stalingrad. The
German forces were under the command of
General Paulus. Stalin issued an order to his
troops, which was: "Not one step back!"
Everyone will fight to his death. This
command directed that any commander
who allowed retreat without permission
29
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from his superiors be subject to military
tribunal. The order called for soldiers found
guilty to be forced into "penal battalions".
This means that they were sent to the most
dangerous sections of the front lines. The
order also directed the Russian soldiers to
shoot panicked fleeing troops at the rear. In
the first two months following the order,
over 1,000 troops were shot by blocking
units and over 130,000 troops were sent to
penal battalions. Hitler had also forbidden
his troops from retreating under any
circumstances. Because of this, fighting
moved street by street and block by block
until the city was transformed into a ghost
town. The Germans would launch repeated
30
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air strikes involving 1,000 planes at a time.
Troops from both sides took cover in
bombed out buildings whilst Russian and
German snipers hid in the ruins to pick out
enemy soldiers. On 24th January that year,
General Paulus requested permission to
surrender. He sent a message to Adolf
Hitler, "Troops without ammunition or
food”. Effective command no longer
possible. 18,000 wounded without any
supplies or dressings or drugs. Further
defence senseless. Collapse inevitable.
Army requests immediate permission to
surrender in order to save lives of
remaining troops.
Hitler refused to grant permission for the
German surrender saying they should
31
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stand fast to the last man. This refusal by
Adolf Hitler to give General Paulus the
permission to surrender was basically an
instruction to fight a foolish fight.
But General Paulus would have none of
that. In spite of Hitler promoting him to
Field Marshal, he refused to continue in the
nonsense. On the 31st January 1943, General
Paulus surrendered in spite of Adolf Hitler's
instruction to him to fight a foolish fight. As
Russian infantrymen approached the
German headquarters in the cellar of a
wrecked department store, Field Marshal
Paulus and his surviving staff officers
simply came out and quietly surrendered.
They completely ignored Hitler's order to
fight a foolish fight to the last man.
Thus the Battle of Stalingrad ended with
General Paulus refusing to fight on in a
foolish fight that made no sense. After the
32
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defeat of Stalingrad, an embittered General
Paulus turned against Hitler. He
collaborated with the Russians, forming a
National Committee for Free Germany and
made radio broadcasts from Moscow
urging German troops to give up fighting
for Hitler.
A Foolish Fight
Years ago when Heward-mills was

in

school, he got into a fight with a bully in his
school. Two things happened after the fight.
First of all, Heward, thought he had won the
fight or been equally matched with his
opponent, but everyone around laughed at
him and said he had been beaten.
Secondly, for all his efforts he received a
black eye. The entire region around his eye
33
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became black and stayed that way for about
a week. After this fight, he came to the
conclusion that there was no point in
fighting such useless fights with useless
people and a useless audience who did not
appreciate his boxing and fighting skills!
From then on, he decided to fight only good
fights that were worth fighting. He would
only fight for good causes and he would
only fight for things that had a good
outcome. This is why today he does not
engage in the fight of politics or even in the
fight for money. He learnt to avoid foolish
fights many years ago in school. Today, he
has discovered many good causes to fight
for. It is important to identify good fights so
34
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that you do not retreat from them when the
time comes for you to fight.
General Paulus was in charge of the German
Army and engage in battle with Russia.
Hitler had instructed him to engage in the
“foolish fight”. Paulus fought following
instructions but could see eventual
repercussions. He could also read the
handwriting on the wall. He knew that the
end of every foolish fight is loss/failure.
He had to surrender to Russia and opt out of
the nonsense. However, we must see the
wisdom that the general adopted. Although
he had requested permission from Hitler to
surrender considering the appalling
condition they were in, and Hitler, his
leader had refused to grant permission he
read between the lines and know it was
going to be a suicide mission. He quickly
35
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came to himself and began to count the cost
of life and the cost of becoming a field
marshal. Paulus took a wise decision of
surrender and that terminated the battle.
What is the moral of this story? The point is
what type of battle are you fighting? How
prepared are you to fight? Over 50% of the
success of any venture is determined on
how prepared (well prepared) you are for it.
This is not an admonition to fear fight or run
for cover or even to surrender to the enemy.
The wisdom is to get you prepared for what
you are entering into, like Jesus said in Luke
14: 31-32 Or what king, going to make war
against another king, sitteth not down first, and
consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand
to meet him that cometh against him with
twenty thousand?
Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he
36
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sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of
peace.
You must understand that ministry is a
battle field, and you cannot shy away from
it. You must get equipped, get prepared and
be at alert. Understanding the tricks and
vices of the enemy will help you stand
guard. Don't enter into the fight casually,
you must be spiritually groomed to
overcome the devil. That is what this book
intends to prepare you for. When you are
well prepared for battle you are sure to
overcome. What more is Jesus the Royal
Master and captain leading ahead. You
cannot lose!
Why you must fight and something's you
must fight for!
1.

Fight to be a strong Christian. Most

Christians are not strong in the Lord. It takes
great effort to become a strong believer.

37
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Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and
in the power of his might. Ephesians 6:10
2. Fight to be led by the Holy Spirit and
to be in the will of God. It is a struggle to
distinguish between the different voices
that tries to influence us. It is a fight to
discern between the voice of the mind and
the voice of the Spirit. The most important
place to live is in the Will of God. Many
voices will vie for your attention. Many
demons will fight to take you off-track. It is a
real fight to be in the will of God.
Sometimes, the voice of your spouse or the
voice of your flesh can be so strong that you
will have to rebuke it. Are you ready to fight
with your closest friend so that you can be in
the will of God?
38
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There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in
the world, and none of them is without
signification. 1 Corinthians 14:10
3. Fight to be spiritual and not carnal. This
is a fight to be a spiritual person. It is more
natural to follow the inclinations of your
flesh. It is more natural to eat, to sleep, to
rest and to have sex than it is to abstain from
these things. All through your life you will
fight to be a spiritual person. It is also a big
fight to be prayerful. To rise up early and to
wait on God is not natural. It takes the grace
of God and the power of God to enter the
realm of spirituality.
For to be carnally minded is death; but to be
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spiritually minded is life and peace. Romans 8:6

4. Fight for the fruit of the Spirit. Fight to
walk in love. It is a struggle to bear the fruit
of love, joy and peace. It is more natural to
be angry, bitter and disgruntled. You will
have to fight against your very nature to
bear the fruit of love, joy and peace.
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperance: against such there is no
law. Galatians 5:22-23
5.

Fight to enter the ministry. One of the

greatest fights is the fight to enter the
ministry everyone is called to the ministry
40
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of Christ we have different roles through
but our parts are unique and very vital the
fight to enter the ministry will be your
greatest battles. It is very unnatural to leave
a good secular profession for the
priesthood. If you are ready to follow God
and you want a good fight, then try the fight
to enter the ministry of the Lord Jesus
Christ.
And he said unto another, Follow me. But he
said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my
father. Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury
their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of
God. Luke 9:59-60
41
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6. Fight to stay in your calling. Once you
get into the ministry, it is a struggle to stay
on the right course in ministry. Some young
missionaries had to take a job and become
lay pastors so that they could support
themselves in the mission field. Within a
short time, their hearts had shifted from real
ministry into secular business. When you
are in the ministry, it is easy to slip and slide
away from your real calling. When God
blesses your ministry and you have a large
church, it is easy to also become a preacher
of nonsense. When you have a large church,
42
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you may consider the basic truths of the
Word of God as too basic to preach. You end
up being a motivational speaker may have
to fight a good fight to avoid this kind of
thing in your life .
For DEMAS HATH FORSAKEN ME,
HAVING LOVED THIS PRESENT WORLD,
and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to
Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. 2 Timothy 4:10
7.

Fight to associate with great men of

God. It is not easy to get close to men of God.
It takes years of fighting, relating, flowing
and humbling yourself to be close to
anointed people. Most people are not
prepared for this fight. Most people give up
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trying to associate with men of God when
they realize that they have to fight to be
close and also fight to maintain the close
relationship. It is not easy to be associated.
Elisha had to fight to be close to Elijah. It was
a fight that he won. Are you ready to fight
for the anointing?
And it came to pass, when the Lord would take
up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah
went with Elisha from Gilgal. 2 Kings 2:1
And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray
thee; for the Lord hath sent me to Bethel. And
Elisha said unto him, As the Lord liveth, and as
thy soul liveth, I WILL NOT LEAVE thee. So
they'went down to Bethel. 2 Kings 2:2
And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I
pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me to Jericho.
And he said, as the Lord liveth, and as thy soul
liveth, I WILL NOT LEAVE THEE. So they
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came to Jericho. 2 Kings 2:4
And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee,
here; for the Lord hath sent me to Jordan. And he
said, as the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I
WILL NOT LEAVE THEE. And they two went
on. 2 Kings 2:6
8. Fight to catch the anointing. It is a fight
to catch the anointing. That is why Elijah
said to Elisha, "You have asked a hard
thing." It is indeed a hard thing to catch the
anointing and to become anointed. If you
are not prepared for a fight, you cannot have
the anointing. It is those who are ready to
fight for the anointing that are worthy of the
anointing!
And it came to pass, when they were gone over,
that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do
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for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And
Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy
spirit be upon me. And he said, THOU HAST
ASKED A HARD THING: nevertheless, if thou
see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so
unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so. 2 Kings
2:9-10
9.

Fight to find a good partner for your

life. It is also fight to find a spouse. Ruth
fought hard to get Boaz's attention. It is also
a fight to stay married. Most animals do not
have one partner. Our animal instincts
make us tend towards multiple partners.
You must fight to prevent yourself from
living like an animal.
And she went down unto the floor, and did
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according to all that her mother in law bade her.
And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his
heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of
the heap of corn: and she came softly, and
uncovered his feet, and laid her down.
Ruth 3:6-7
10. Fight to prosper. Prosperity does
not
come easily. You will have to fight to
prosper. Riches are hidden in secret places.
Treasures are hidden in dark places.
Without a fight, you will never discover the
riches that are all over this world. Slow and
lazy men do not easily become rich. This is
because a strong fight is needed to cause the
earth to yield its fruit. You have to fight to go
to school. You have to fight to pass your
exams. You have to fight to get a good job.
Then you have to fight to be promoted.
Again you have to fight to use your money
wisely.
For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he
that hath not, from him shall be taken even that
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which he hath. Mark 4:25
11. Fight to build a house. You have to
fight to build a house. Most people do not own
a house and will never own a house. It is a fight to
become a house owner but it is worth fighting to
become a house owner. Through wisdom is an
house builded; and by understanding it is
established: Proverbs 24:3 -12.

12. Fight to live long and to serve the
Lord for a life time. It is a fight to have good
health, to stay alive and to serve the Lord all
the days of your life.
And ye shall serve the Lord your God, and he
shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will
take sickness away from the midst of thee.
There shall nothing cast their young, nor be
barren, in thy land: the number of thy days I will
fulfil. Exodus 23:25-26.
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13.

Fight against the negative

attitude/character. Bad attitude, behaviors
and character can rob you of your glorious
destiny. It is the devils guise to take that
which weightily belongs to you. You must
fight bad behavior. This kind of fight is not
an easy fight. It is a fight to deny yourself of
what you tend to do naturally! This is the
most difficult fight for many people: the
fight to deny yourself. Fight the good fight
to set aside your humanly inherited nature.
And when he had called the people unto him
with his disciples also, he said unto them,
Whosoever will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.
Mark 8:34. What temperament would you
say Jesus has? well you only need to study
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His life style and follow in His examples.
14. Fight against you immorality/carnality.
Flee every appearance of evil. You flee from
immorality and carnality is a very
important aspect of fighting you can’t afford
to undermined.
If you are a man, you will find it difficult to
stay with one partner. But you must kill the
spirit of lust and engage the power of the
Holy Ghost to live a faithful life. It is a fight
for a man to be morally faithful. And this
fight must be won! you must fight to win the
war against pornography, masturbation,
fornication, and adultery. If you do not fight
to deny yourself, you will be in big trouble
especially in the ministry.
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The same goes for the woman you must
fight to terminate fears, jealousies,
accusations and other vices of the devil that
wastes time and tramcates the destroy of the
believer.
15.
Fight against tribal and national
stereotypes. One of themselves, even a prophet
of their own, said, THE CRETIANS ARE
ALWAY LIARS, evil beasts, slow bellies. This
witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply,
that they may be sound in the faith; Titus 1:1213 Every tribe, family or nation has its own
tendencies. Take Ghana for example,
Ashantis are well known for certain things
and Ewes are equally well known for
another set of things. When you go into the
ministry, you must fight so that you are not
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"too Ewe" or "too Ashanti" in your
presentation. If you come across as being
either or the other, it will affect your ability
to bear fruit on the other side. Some pastors
are so nationalistic that they cannot preach
outside their countries. Many Americans
are so American that they are confined to
America and are unable to minister in the
rest of the world. Only five per cent of the
world comes from North America and
many American ministers of the gospel are
now confined to ministering to five percent
of the world. Amazingly, this five percent
also has ninety percent of the ministers of
the gospel. Nigerians have given birth to
many great churches. Nigerians also have a
reputation for certain things. If you are a
Nigerian minister, you must make efforts to
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distance yourself from any negative
stereotypes. It is worth fighting to be more
of a Christian than anything else.
Francophone countries are noted for certain
practices. It is important to distance
yourself from any negative stereotypes.
You must be more of a Christian than a
Francophone!
16.

Fight against colour stereotypes. And

he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants
shall he be unto his brethren. And he said,
Blessed' be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan
shall be his servant. God shall enlarge Japheth,
and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and
Canaan shall be his servant. Genesis 9:25-27
Blacks are associated with their lack of
development, poverty, shabbiness, filth,
confusion, disorganization and inability to
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prosper! Whites are known for their love of
money, lack of relationships,
homosexuality, divorce, gay marriages,
atheism, smoking, alcoholism and high
suicide rates! Unfortunately, these
stereotypes are real patterns that we need to
fight. If you are a white man or a black man,
fight to dissociate from these stereotypes.
Distance yourself from any of these
stereotypes. Take on the characteristics of a
Christian rather than the characteristics of a
black man or a white man. That is a good
fight worth fighting for!
17.
Fight against lust. Flee also youthful
lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity,
peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a
pure heart. 2 Timothy 2:22
Lust is a fire that burns away your holiness.
It takes away from you spiritually. This is
why Paul said it is better to marry than to
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burn. If you are burning, you are
experiencing something that is not good.
Your sexual desires are linked to your
spirituality. Sexuality is supernatural
because it is an almost a super-normal
influence in a human being. Burning sexual
desire is a negative thing and it takes away
from you spiritually. You must fight lust
with all your heart and with all your might.
The first way to fight lust is by preventing
yourself from acquiring certain tastes. Once
you have acquired the taste for certain
sexual things, it is more difficult to control
them.
Secondly, if you have already acquired the
taste for certain sexual things like
pornography, masturbation and
homosexuality, you have to pray against it
for the rest of your life. The third thing to do
to fight lust is to give your sexuality an
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outlet. This outlet can come through
marriage, where you will be able to have
regular sexual intercourse. Unfortunately,
even in marriage, your sexuality may not
guarantee an outlet if you have a corrupt
spouse . Whatever the case, you will have to
fight against lust for the rest of your life.

18. Fight for fruitfulness. For if these things
be in you, and abound, they make you that
ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Peter 1:8
The fight against spiritual barrenness is a
long and difficult one. It involves
galvanizing many hidden qualities and
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straightening your life but as you serve the
Lord, you will notice that fruitfulness is
connected to diligence, faith, godliness,
temperance, knowledge, virtue and
patience. These are all spiritual qualities
that do not look like they are linked to
fruitfulness. But they are! They are the real
determinants of your fruitfulness. All
through your life, you will fight for
diligence, temperance, faith, knowledge,
brotherly kindness and charity.
It is a good and worthwhile fight because it
is a fight for fruitfulness. The Word of God
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has shown me many good things that are
worth fighting for. These things are worth
the struggle and they are worth the effort.
You can either fight for something good or
fight for something foolish. Many people
are engaged in foolish fights. Decide today
that you will analyze and choose your fight
and also count the cost before you engage.
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CHAPTER

Four
THE SPIRITUAL ARMOR

Shoes of the
Gospel of
PEACE
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As a disciple you know that you are at war.
You have experienced spiritual conflict in
your personality between the forces of good
and the forces of evil. You have discovered
that no matter the number of battles you
win, satan always returns to fight another
day, 1peter 5:8.
Remember that you are not fighting only a
private war. You are a part of God's army,
called to defeat Satan and his evil forces.
You live behind enemy lines, and spiritual
warfare continually takes place around you
in the world.
God equips Christians to win the battle
(Eph. 6:10-20). He wants every believer to
stand against Satan and all of his schemes in
spiritual warfare. He wants you to stand
your ground in the day of evil and then
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finally to conquer and to be standing when
the battle is over. He warns that you are
fighting not against flesh and blood but
against rulers, authorities, and powers of
this dark world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. The
way to gain victory over evil spiritual forces
is to use the Spiritual Armor: truth,
righteousness, the gospel of peace, faith,
salvation, and the Word of God. Paul
compared each of these spiritual resources
to a part of a Roman soldier's armor. He
knew each piece well because he was
possibly chained to a Roman soldier.
It is significant that Paul concluded the list
of Spiritual Armor with an exhortation to
prayer: "praying in the Spirit on all
occasions with all kinds of prayers and
62

Fight the good fight

requests." A spiritual warrior begins on his
or her knees. Through prayer this warrior
clothes himself or herself with the other
articles of Spiritual Armor before going out
to meet the foe.
Ephesians 6:18 focuses on prayer as a specific
arena of warfare, placing emphasis on* Praying on all occasions;
* All kinds of prayer but specifically
supplication;
* Alertness;
* Perseverance;
Spiritual battles begin with or should
quickly move to prayer. It is one of the
means God uses to strengthen you in the
power of His might. When you have armed
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yourself with the Spiritual Armor, you can
claim victories through prayer. Then you
can move out to see these prayers answered
in the battlefield of the world. Confirming
the assurance of victory first in prayer is
illustrated by an Old Testament account.
Jehoshaphat was threatened with an attack
by three kings 2 Chronicles 20:1-15. He called
the whole nation to prayer. After the nation
had observed a period of fasting and prayer,
God assured the people in verses 15-17. The
battle is not yours, but God's .... You will not
have to fight this battle. Take up your
positions; stand firm and see the
deliverance the Lord will give you. The next
morning Jehoshaphat encouraged his
people to believe God.
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He placed the choir in front of the army as it
marched into battle. What an unusual attack
strategy what faith in God! By the time they
reached the battlefield, God had caused the
three enemy armies to annihilate one
another. Israel walked out on the battlefield
and simply gathered the spoils.
The secret of victory is this: first win the
battle in prayer, then you can attack the
enemy and claim the victory God already
won.
Sometimes you must do more than march
into battle, but you can be assured that God
has already guaranteed your shows
personal possession of the victory. You are
clothed with protective Spiritual Armor.
Your mind is protected by the Helmet of
salvation, our heart or will by the
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Breastplate of Righteousness and your
emotions by the Belt of Truth. As you
march, you wear Gospel Shoes (the readiness
that comes from the gospel of peace). In one
hand you hold the Sword of the Spirit,
which is the Word of God. In the other hand
you hold the Shield of Faith. This Armor
may be used in at least three ways:
1. When you seek release from satan's
dominion in an area of your life.
2. When satan attacks you.
3. When you attack satan. You attack satan
when you enter his realm to claim,
through intercession or witness to
persons he has captured. First John 5:19
says, "We know that we are children of
God, and that the whole world is under
the control of the evil one." The lost and
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backslidden are under Satan's control,
and he fights to keep them.
Let me explain how symbolic it is to put on
each part of the Spiritual Armor through
prayer.
THE HELMET OF SALVATION
Picture the Helmet of Salvation you
received when Christ saved you. Let this
symbol remind you to do the following.
1. Thank God that you are His child.
Galatians 3:26-28, 1st John 4:4 says, "The
one who is in you is greater than the one
who is in the world." Thank Him for
your salvation.
2. Praise God for eternal life. The Helmet
protects you at all times in any battle.
Praise Him for it.
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3.

Claim the mind of Christ. 1 Corinthians
2:16 says that we have the mind of
Christ. It was given to you when you
were saved. 2Corinthians 10:3-5 says:
“Though we live in the world, we do not wage
war as the world does. The weapons we fight
with are not the weapons of the world. On the
contrary, they have divine power to demolish
strongholds. We demolish arguments and every
pretension that sets itself up against the
knowledge of God, and we take captive every
thought to make it obedient to Christ."
THE BREASTPLATE OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS
Picture the Breastplate of Righteousness
that Christ gave you and that has produced
righteous living in you. Think of it as
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symbolically protecting your heart or your
will. Let it remind you to do the following.
1. Ask God to search your heart to reveal
any wickedness in it Psalm 139:23-24.
2. Confess any sin 1 John 1:9.
3. Claim Christ's righteousness to cover
your sins and to give you right standing
with Him, 2Cor 5:21. Keep the
breastplate firmly fastened in place with
upright character and righteous living.
Psalm 66:18 says, If I had cherished sin in my
heart) the Lord would not have listened.
THE BELT OF TRUTH
Picture the Belt of Truth, which holds the
rest of the armor in place. Truth means
integrity and moral uprightness. Let the Belt
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of Truth remind you to do the following.
1. Be true to yourself and to God when you
pray or fight a spiritual battle at all times.
2. Hold to the truth. Satan, the father of lies,
would like to deceive you.
3. Master your emotions. Your emotions
should be guided by truth rather than by
the flesh or by Satan. The Bible speaks of
the area of the body covered by the Belt
of Truth as "bowels" (KJV), or inward
parts, referring to the place where
feelings reside or to the feelings
themselves.
The Belt of Truth helps you control your
emotions and not compromise because
of your feelings. If the Belt of Truth is not
in place, you cannot expect your prayers
to be answered.
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James 4:3 says, "When you ask, you do not
receive, because you ask with wrong motives,
that you may spend what you get on your
pleasures."
THE GOSPEL SHOES
Picture on your feet a soldier's studded
sandals. The Gospel Shoes (the readiness that
comes from the gospel of peace) means that you
are prepared for battle. Let this gospel of
peace remind you to do the following.
1. Be prepared. Get ready before the battle
begins. Pray that God will prepare you
for any possibility. Psalm 144:1
2. Share the gospel. The readiness that
comes from the gospel of peace is being
ready to proclaim the gospel. Ask God to
prepare you to witness for Him. Mark
16:15
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3. Intercede for the lost. You are prepared
to attack the enemy through prayer or
through witness. Paul was effective in
witness because he prayed for the lost
(Rom. 10:1). Pray for lost friends on your
prayer lists. Visualize the countries of
the world, with their millions of lost
people, and pray for their salvation.
Matthew 6:33.
1Timothy 2:1,3-4 says: "I urge, then, first of
all, that requests, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for everyone. This is
good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants
all men to be saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth."
When a church is grown, developed and
established it usually sits back and becomes
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defensive. An established church will try to
defend itself against challenges like waning
attendance, breakaway factions, and
mavericks (an unorthodox or in depended
minded person) who move independently
within the establishment. But no matter
how the established church defends itself, it
ends up reducing and losing the fight
against mavericks and breakaway factions.
A look at history will reveal how huge
church establishments have had their
membership and attendance eroded with
time. Why is this? It is because the church
stopped attacking and began defending
itself. When a church is in the attacking
mode, it reaches out, it evangelizes and it
plants other churches. Many large
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ministries are dead as far as these attacking
activities are concerned.
The church in America used to reach out to
the world, sending the gospel through
missionaries and traveling evangelists.
Today, it is basically defending itself against
the invasion of the spirit of abortion,
homosexuality, gay marriage and other
forms of sexual deviations. Because of this,
the church in America is on the decline
whilst other religions are increasing their
membership. Other religions in the world
are advancing and even raising up
prominent buildings everywhere.
The reality is that, the church is always
under attack. It can choose to sit down and
defend itself against invading demonic
armies. On the other hand, the church can
choose to reach out, evangelize more
territories and build more churches. If we
obey God, we will evangelize and build
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churches in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and
the uttermost parts of the world. It is time to
stop defending ourselves.
The main mission of the church is to win
souls under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit. The main mission of the Holy Spirit is
to inspire believers for soul winning “But ye
shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem and in
all Judaea and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth” Acts 1:8. This is
the reason why we have to fight and fight
again as it involves taking territories
hitherto dominated by the devil. Do not
think of resting or taking your ease whilst
you are on this earth, John 9:4. As a teenager,
you will fight to be a good Christian. When
you are in your twenties, you will also fight
to serve the Lord. In your thirties, you will
have to fight the good fight of faith. There is
a battle waiting for you at every stage of life.
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THE SHIELD OF FAITH
Above all, picture yourself holding the
Shield of Faith in your left hand. The Roman
shield was a long, oblong piece of wood.
When the enemy's fiery arrows hit it, they
buried themselves in the wood and were
extinguished. So as the arrows of evil are
aimed at you, advance with the Shield of
Faith and quench the fiery darts of the
wicked. Let the Shield of Faith remind you
to do the following:
1. Claim the victory. Faith is the victory
that overcomes the world (1 John 5:4).
2. Advance in faith. Faith without works is
dead (James 2:20). Put feet to your
prayers.
3. Quench all of the fiery darts of the
wicked.
Mark 11 :24 says, “I tell you, whatever you ask
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for in prayer, believe that you have received
it, and it will be yours”
THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT
Picture the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of
God, in your right hand. Word here means
“God's utterance referring to God's
speaking to you about specific situations”.
Let the sword in your hand remind you to
do the following:
1. Grasp the Word. According to Hebrews
4:12, God's Word is an offensive weapon
and "is living and active. Sharper than
any double-edge sword, it penetrates
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints
and marrow; it judges the thoughts and
attitudes of the heart." Use it whether or
not the enemy acknowledges that it is
God's Word.
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2. Let the Holy Spirit use the Word. It is His
sword.
3. Pray on the basis of the Word. The Spirit
will use the Word to reveal God's will to
you and to help you know what to do
and pray for John 16:13-15 and do.
Matthew 4:1-10 says that Jesus prayed
and fasted for 40 days, but when Jesus
was tempted, God's Word put satan to
flight.
PRAYER BATTLES
The Spiritual Armor prepares you to
intercede for others. Now you are in a
position to pray for others and to expect an
answer. Ephesians 6:18 says: “Pray in the
Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be
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alert and always keep on praying for all the
saints”. The battle is on! Advance dressed in
the armor of God. Persevere in intercession
until the victory is won and you stand
victorious with your trophies of grace. Pray
that God's plan will be executed and that
His gospel will be proclaimed boldly Eph.
6:19-20.
This kind of prayer requires more than five
minutes. It may take an hour, a day, a week,
or a longer period. Every advance of the
Kingdom depends on the prayers of the
saints. God has made you a partner in
establishing the Kingdom and commands
you to put on the Spiritual Armor in prayer
and then to enter spiritual warfare.
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Set aside special times for prayer of warfare
in addition to regular times of prayer. Begin
with an hour a week and expand the time to
a day of fasting and prayer. God intends
that every believer pray always "with all
kinds of prayers and requests." When God
wants to do something in the world, He
moves people to pray for it. Our greatest
privilege is to fight in His army on behalf of
others. The battle in prayer prepares you for
the battle in the world. Without prayers,
you go into battle without bearing the
whole armor of God. Use the spiritual
weapons as you move behind enemy lines.
Go and win all battles as you fight the good
fight with Jesus Himself leading.
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Five
THE GREATEST ALLY IN BATTLE
Being an ally means formally cooperating
with another for a particular purpose. In our
daily race as believers, our greatest ally is
Jesus Christ. Psalms 46:1 “God is our refuge
and strength, a very present help in
trouble”. Jehovah-Nissi is a name of the
Lord that has its roots in Exodus 17:15. After
Joshua and the Israelites had defeated the
Amalekites at Rephidim, Moses erected an
altar to commemorate this victory and He
called it “Jehovah-Nissi”, which means
“Yahweh is my banner”. In other words, he
was saying “the Lord is my banner of
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victory.” This name is a call to God's people
to rally around God as an army gathers
around its banner, because God is the One
who leads us to victory. To understand the
significance of the name Jehovah-Nissi, we
need to remind ourselves that the devil is
constantly waging spiritual battles against
us. While the forces of darkness vigorously
pursue newly converted Christians in order
to obstruct their spiritual progress, they are
also on the look-out for any opportunity to
pull mature Christians down.
However, in spite of these aggressive
attacks of the enemy, God expects us to
rejoice, knowing fully well that though the
battle may be fierce, the Lord of hosts and
the Captain of our salvation is in our midst
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leading the charge against the enemy's
camp. In Matthew 28:20 He said: “…lo, I am
with you always, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.” As Jehovah-Nissi, God is concerned
about the devil's roars and attempts to
harass and intimidate His children (Who are
kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation ready to be revealed in the last
days at the appointed time.)
Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a
season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through
manifold temptations: That the trial of your
faith, being much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be
found unto praise and honour and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ: Whom having not
seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him
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not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy
unspeakable and full of glory. 1st Peter 1:7.
To assure and comfort our hearts, His
attitude towards this ploy of the enemy was
manifested in Judges 15:14: “And when he
came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted against
him: and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily
upon him, and the cords that were upon his
arms became as flex that was burnt with fire, and
his bands loosed from off his hands.”
The enemy's roars and shouts against us
always trigger a response from the Holy
Spirit living inside us. No wonder Isaiah
59:19b says, “When the enemy shall come in like
a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a
standard against him.”
God has zero tolerance for the enemy's
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harassments and threats against His
children, whom He bought with the
precious Blood of His Son, Jesus. With this
understanding, you will realise that our
God is the greatest ally you can have in the
battle of life. The Almighty God is JehovahNissi, the Lord our Banner, and He is the
Lord of hosts. Therefore, the battle is not
yours but His. Always be conscious of the
reality of the Lord as Jehovah-Nissi in your
life.
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CHAPTER

Six
GET USED TO THE WAR ATMOSPHERE
Is there not an appointed time to man upon
earth? are not his days also like the days of an
hireling? Job 7:1
We are in the last battle for the souls of men.
If we do not get used to the battle
atmosphere, we will never function
properly. Listen to what the Bible says:
Every warriors sandals from the noisy
battle and garments rolled in blood will be
used for burning and fuel of fire. Isaiah 9:5.
The war atmosphere is not tranquil
atmosphere of peace, harmony and joy.
88

Fight the good fight

It is the war atmosphere of danger, risk,
confusion, bewilderment, disorientation,
stress, tension, unhappiness, fear, death,
sorrow, pain, disappointment, and shock.
God is using us to spread His Word and to
fight the deceptions and delusions that are
leading masses to Hell. We have an enemy
who is not happy for the kingdom of God to
advance.
As soon as Jesus came on the scene, He was
repeatedly attacked by the devil. Jesus
Christ lived in the atmosphere of war. The
devil was never far away. Jesus was
attacked by a spirit of murder that wanted
to wipe Him out before He could grow up.
He was attacked in the wilderness whilst He
fasted and prayed. He was attacked
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through the Pharisees and finally He was
attacked through Judas Iscariot.
The Atmosphere of Ministry Is the
Atmosphere of War
Once you give heed to the high calling of
God, you are entering into the very last
battle for the kingdom of God. Jesus died on
the cross and this began a serious campaign
to save this world from a very wicked devil
and his angels. The devil is that old serpent
who has deceived this world for many
years.
True ministry is war. The atmosphere of
true ministry is the atmosphere of war.
What is the atmosphere of war like? Is it an
atmosphere of tranquility, calmness and
90

Fight the good fight

peace? certainly not, if peace and calm is
what you are looking for, please do not
come into the ministry. As soon as you start
to obey God and live a godly life, you will
begin to experience the different
components of the war atmosphere. "Yea,
and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution" 2 Timothy 3: 12.
When war erupts, the atmosphere switches
quickly into a characteristic marred strife,
confusion and disorientation. When you are
at war, you will always be under stress.
There will be fear, tension and uncertainty.
Can you operate under these conditions?
Do surprises knock you out and silence
you'? You will have to get used to the war
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atmosphere. A soldier cannot claim that he
is bewildered because of the turmoil of war
you must be courageous.
The war atmosphere must not overwhelm a
true soldier. When you volunteer to be in
the ministry, you have volunteered to live in
the atmosphere of war. Every soldier who
goes into war is subjecting himself to great
risk and danger. There will be casualties,
turbulence, hurts, noise, sorrow and death.
This is the atmosphere of war! Get used to it!
If you live for Jesus and try to do His will,
this is going to be the atmosphere for your
life. One day, a pastor's wife asked her
husband, “when will you rest?” She wanted
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to know when her husband would have a
normal and peaceful life. The answer is, No
rest! The ministry atmosphere is the war
atmosphere.
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CHAPTER

Seven
ALWAYS BE AT ALERT EVEN IN SEEMINGLY PEACEFUL TIMES

And the prophet came to the king of Israel, and
said unto him, go, strengthen thyself, and mark,
and see what thou doest: for at the return of the
year the king of Syria will come up against thee.
And the servants of the king of Syria said unto
him, their gods are gods of the hills; therefore they
were stronger than we; but let us fight against
them in the plain, and surely we shall be stronger
than they. And do this thing, Take the kings
away every man out of his place, and put
captains in their rooms: And number thee an
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army, like the army that thou hast lost, horse for
horse, and chariot for chariot: and we will fight
against them in the plain and surely we shall be
stronger than they. And he hearkened unto their
voice, and did so.
And it came to pass at the return of the year, that
Benhaded numbered the Syrians, and went up to
Aphek, to fight against Israel.








1 Kings 20:22-26

High Combat Readiness – Preparedness
Never forget about war in times of peace.
Always be on guard! High combat
readiness is very important for very seriousminded Christians. The prophet warned the
king of Israel to strengthen himself because
he would be attacked the next year. To be
successful in your fight for the kingdom,
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you need to be prepared. Perhaps the key to
preparedness is to believe that evil can
happen to you. It is to believe that someone
may be planning evil against you. In the
ministry, you must prepare for several
different kinds of evil. You must believe that
they can actually happen. When you do,
you will begin to develop a high combat
readiness in relation to those areas of evil.
Just before the 2nd world war, a mass
murderer by the name of Adolf Hitler was
gearing up to invade and senselessly kill
fifty million people Adolf Hitler was
successful in causing the deaths of millions
of people because Europe simply did not
believe that such evil could be planned and
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implemented by any human being. Poland
shares border with Germany. Whilst
Germany was developing a vastly
technologically superior arsenal of
weapons, Poland did not prepare itself to
combat such an onslaught.
Poland was completely unprepared for the
war with Germany. Germany marched into
Poland on September 1st 1939 with the most
modern tanks, guns and war planes.
Poland’s Army sent out soldiers on
horseback to fight the Germans. But the
horses and rifles were no match for the
vastly superior armoured and mechanized
German Army. Poland was quickly and
easily over powered.
The Polish Army Force did have some tanks
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and some aircrafts, but they were grossly
inadequate. The Polish Army and Air force
were simply not ready for the kind of war
Hitler unleashed on them. Millions of Polish
people were murdered during that war.
The principle of combat readiness state
thus: “think about war even in times of
peace”, What evil have you prepared for?
Have certain things even crossed your mind
before? To be combat ready, you must allow
your mind to run through certain
possibilities. Then you must prepare
yourself as though it could happen. You
prepare yourself to asking questions and
answering them realistically.
Prepare yourself for war.
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You are fighting an unimaginable wicked
enemy who has the ultimate wicked ideas
you can ever think of. You must realize that
the only plan satan has for you is
wickedness to the highest degree.
You must therefore prepare yourself to
battle the highest kinds of ultimate evil. You
must not rule things out of your mind and
think they cannot happen to you. Always be
on guard. Always be at alert. Never relent
even in times of peace.
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Eight
BE SPIRITUALLY SENSITIVE
In the physical realm, sensitivity can be
viewed from the perspective of a deep
feeling of love and compassion for a person,
which usually translates to a commensurate
level of understanding for that person's
needs, leading to appropriate actions being
taken in that person's interest.
In the spiritual realm however, sensitivity is
a quality of life generated by the Spirit of
God. It is the ability to perceive and respond
to the call of God or the spiritual demands of
the moment. It is been alert to Spiritual
signals. In the battle and journey of life, you
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must be Spiritually sensitive. A lack of
spiritual sensitivity affects the physical and
spiritual wellbeing of God's children that
must be avoided at all cost.
Prayers:
Beginning from today, your spiritual antennae
will begin to receive heavenly signals in the
Name of Jesus.
Concerning spiritual sensitivity,
1st Corinthians 2:14 says,
“But the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know
them, because they are spiritually
discerned.” From this verse, we understand
that spiritual sensitivity is a grace that
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comes from living under the control of the
Holy Spirit.
Are you spiritually sensitive? Are you
under the control of the Spirit? In Isaiah
11:3b, the Holy Spirit painted a picture of
our spiritual nature, which is fashioned
after Christ, saying: “and he shall not judge
after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove
after the hearing of his ears”.
Our Lord Jesus Christ manifested this
nature in John 4:17-19. The woman answered
and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her,
Thou hast well said, I have no husband. For thou
hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now
hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly.
The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that
thou art a prophet”.
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We can also see this in several other
passages of the gospels. Since we are
fashioned after Christ, we ought to walk as
He walked. Spiritual sensitivity was Jesus'
lifestyle, and so, any Christian that is not
spiritually sensitive will not experience the
reality of the abundant life that is packaged
in redemption for him/her.
Without
spiritual sensitivity, a person is bound to
depend on suspicion, guess, natural
intelligence, educational experience,
assumption and the natural senses. These
are all deficient in receiving the things of
God. Without spiritual sensitivity,
Abraham would have missed his blessing
and the opportunity to save Lot and his
family from destruction
(Genesis 18:1-33. And the Lord appeared unto
him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent
door in the heat of the day; And he lift up his eyes
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and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and
when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the
tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground,
And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in
thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy
servant:
Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash
your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree:
And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye
your hearts; after that ye shall pass on: for
therefore are ye come to your servant. And they
said, So do, as thou hast said.
And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah,
and said, Make ready quickly three measures of
fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the
hearth.
And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetched a
calf tender and good, and gave it unto a young
man; and he hasted to dress it.
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And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which
he had dressed, and set it before them; and he
stood by them under the tree, and they did eat.
And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy
wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent.
And he said, I will certainly return unto thee
according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy
wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the
tent door, which was behind him.
Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well
stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah
after the manner of women.
Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying,
After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my
lord being old also?
And the Lord said unto Abraham, Wherefore did
Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a
child, which am old?
Is any thing too hard for the Lord? At the time
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appointed I will return unto thee, according to
the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.
Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she
was afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou didst
laugh.
And the men rose up from thence, and looked
toward Sodom: and Abraham went with them to
bring them on the way.
And the Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham
that thing which I do;
Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great
and mighty nation, and all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed in him?
For I know him, that he will command his
children and his household after him, and they
shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and
judgment; that the Lord may bring upon
Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.
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And the Lord said, Because the cry of Sodom and
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very
grievous;
I will go down now, and see whether they have
done altogether according to the cry of it, which is
come unto me; and if not, I will know.
And the men turned their faces from thence, and
went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet
before the Lord.
And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou
also destroy the righteous with the wicked?
Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the
city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the
place for the fifty righteous that are therein?
That be far from thee to do after this manner, to
slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the
righteous should be as the wicked, that be far
from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
right?
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And the Lord said, If I find in Sodom fifty
righteous within the city, then I will spare all the
place for their sakes.
And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I
have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord,
which am but dust and ashes:
Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty
righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of
five? And he said, If I find there forty and five, I
will not destroy it.
And he spake unto him yet again, and said,
Peradventure there shall be forty found there.
And he said, I will not do it for forty's sake.
And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be
angry, and I will speak: Peradventure there shall
thirty be found there. And he said, I will not do it,
if I find thirty there.
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And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me
to speak unto the Lord: Peradventure there shall
be twenty found there. And he said, I will not
destroy it for twenty's sake.
And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I
will speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten
shall be found there. And he said, I will not
destroy it for ten's sake.
And the Lord went his way, as soon as he had left
communing with Abraham: and Abraham
returned unto his place.), Abraham’s
sensitivity presented him the opportunity
to interceded for the life and family of lot his
nephew. Samson's parents also would have
missed a wonderful chance of a lifetime
Judges 13:3-25. And the angel of the Lord
appeared unto the woman, and said unto her,
Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but
thou shalt conceive, and bear a son.
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Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not
wine nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean
thing:
For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and
no razor shall come on his head: for the child shall
be a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he
shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the
Philistines.
Then the woman came and told her husband,
saying, A man of God came unto me, and his
countenance was like the countenance of an
angel of God, very terrible: but I asked him not
whence he was, neither told he me his name:
But he said unto me, Behold, thou shalt conceive,
and bear a son; and now drink no wine nor
strong drink, neither eat any unclean thing: for
the child shall be a Nazarite to God from the
womb to the day of his death.
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Then Manoah entreated the Lord, and said, O
my Lord, let the man of God which thou didst
send come again unto us, and teach us what we
shall do unto the child that shall be born.
And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah; and
the angel of God came again unto the woman as
she sat in the field: but Manoah her husband was
not with her.
And the woman made haste, and ran, and
shewed her husband, and said unto him, Behold,
the man hath appeared unto me, that came unto
me the other day.
And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and
came to the man, and said unto him, Art thou the
man that spakest unto the woman? And he said, I
am.
And Manoah said, Now let thy words come to
pass. How shall we order the child, and how shall
we do unto him?How shall we order…: Heb.
What shall be the manner of the, etc.how shall we
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do…: or, what shall he do?: Heb. what shall be
his work?
And the angel of the Lord said unto Manoah, Of
all that I said unto the woman let her beware.
She may not eat of any thing that cometh of the
vine, neither let her drink wine or strong drink,
nor eat any unclean thing: all that I commanded
her let her observe.
And Manoah said unto the angel of the Lord, I
pray thee, let us detain thee, until we shall have
made ready a kid for thee.for thee: Heb. before
thee and the angel of the Lord said unto Manoah,
Though thou detain me, I will not eat of thy
bread: and if thou wilt offer a burnt offering, thou
must offer it unto the Lord. For Manoah knew
not that he was an angel of the Lord.
And Manoah said unto the angel of the Lord,
What is thy name, that when thy sayings come to
pass we may do thee honour?
And the angel of the Lord said unto him, Why
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askest thou thus after my name, seeing it is
secret?secret: or, wonderful
So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and
offered it upon a rock unto the Lord: and the
angel did wondrously; and Manoah and his wife
looked on. For it came to pass, when the flame
went up toward heaven from off the altar, that
the angel of the Lord ascended in the flame of the
altar. And Manoah and his wife looked on it, and
fell on their faces to the ground.
But the angel of the Lord did no more appear to
Manoah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew that
he was an angel of the Lord.
And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely
die, because we have seen God.
But his wife said unto him, If the Lord were
pleased to kill us, he would not have received a
burnt offering and a meat offering at our hands,
neither would he have shewed us all these things,
nor would as at this time have told us such things
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as these.
And the woman bare a son, and called his name
Samson: and the child grew, and the Lord blessed
him.
And the Spirit of the Lord began to move him at
times in the camp of Dan between Zorah and
Eshtaol.), we also have the account of
Samuel the great prophet whose words
never fell to the ground. Prophet Samuel
would have anointed the wrong person as
king over Israel but thank God for Spiritual
sensitivity 1st Samuel 16:4-13. And Samuel
did that which the Lord spake, and came to
Beth–lehem. And the elders of the town trembled
at his coming, and said, Comest thou peaceably?
coming: Heb. meeting
And he said, Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice
unto the Lord: sanctify yourselves, and come
with me to the sacrifice. And he sanctified Jesse
and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice.
And it came to pass, when they were come, that
he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the Lord's
anointed is before him.Eliab: called Elihu
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But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his
countenance, or on the height of his stature;
because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not
as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.
Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass
before Samuel. And he said, Neither hath the
Lord chosen this.
Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he
said, Neither hath the Lord chosen
this.Shammah: Shimeah, also called, Shimma
Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before
Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, The Lord
hath not chosen these.
And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy
children? And he said, There remaineth yet the
youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And
Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for
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we will not sit down till he come hither.
And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was
ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance,
and goodly to look to. And the Lord said, Arise,
anoint him: for this is he .
Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed
him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of
the Lord came upon David from that day
forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to
Ramah.).
When decisions are made based on physical
evidence alone, no matter how
incontrovertible the evidence may seem,
there is still the possibility of miscarriage of
Justice. This has wrongly sent people to
prison and caused untimely death in many
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cases.
Prayers:
I pray that your spiritual sensitivity will become
sharpened today in Jesus Name.
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CHAPTER

Nine
STOP MAKING THE DEVIL FAMOUS
…..Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed…….
Revelation 5:5
Although we have been called to fight the
good fight of faith, it is imperative to
understand that we fight from the
victorious perspective and not from that of
defeat! The reason why it is undoubtedly
possible for every believer in Christ Jesus to
overcome in the fight of faith while
earnestly contending for the same is
because Jesus overcame already! We
118

Stop Making The Devil Famous

therefore fight from a victorious point of
view in as much as we have prevailed with
Him!
An avid understanding of this solemn truth
will assist believers in placing the devil
where he belongs without alluding
unnecessary powers and prowess to the
devil. So many believers are oblivious of
this truth and have been struggling with
their fight of faith. So many allusions have
been made to the devil without assertion of
his defeated status and our need for taking
responsibility when our ships run aground!
There is this story of an event that
transpired between a husband and wife in
Kenya which succinctly drives home this
reality and it is captured below:
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“The devil is a liar” shouted his wife as she
tried to turn on the car. “How is the devil a
liar? What has the devil done this time”? He
asked his wife as he sat on the passenger
seat. She was to drive that day.
“Well, we've run out of fuel and we need to
get to the Church event quickly”. “I am
preaching today and the devil is trying to
frustrate me”. “The devil is a liar”, she
repeated as she proceeded to declare some
Bible verses. He laughed and looked to the
side. What are you laughing at”? She asked
him turning to face him. “Why are you
making the devil famous”? He asked her.
She looked at him surprised, giving him
that sanctimonious face.
“Honey, the devil is not to blame for low
fuel, we are”. “You forgot to go to petrol
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station yesterday after the visit from your
mother”, “You are giving the devil too
much credit”. “When things go wrong, it is
not always the devil's fault. He is not that
powerful. Many at times, it is just a matter of
poor human decisions and laziness”, he
said. He smiled and continued, 'Yes honey,
like the day we were financially struggling,
that wasn't the devil plotting against us. It
was just us who were making a mess and
not making good financial decisions. We
were borrowing too much, spending too
much and living above our means. Once we
got more disciplined, we attracted wealth.
Look at us now, we were able to buy a new
car and we've built our own home'.
She unbuckled her seat belt and listened to
her husband. He further added 'when we
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were struggling to raise our teenage
daughter, it wasn't the devil who was
messing our family; it was us as parents
who didn't take time to understand how to
raise a teenager. We didn't listen to her, we
were talking down at her demanding
respect and believing that since we love
God she will tow the line. Once we went for
the parent's seminar and we learnt the
strategy on how to raise a teenager, our
relationship with our daughter was
improved. She even tells us she loves us
these days, she hugs you, takes us out for
lunch occasionally, at this point the wife
sighed”.
He continued, 'when I applied for that job
that I wanted so much, we prayed and
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prayed about it. The truth however is, I
didn't get the job, not because of the devil as
we used to say but because I wasn't
qualified. The most qualified person got the
job. I wasn't blessed by it, but God blessed
another with it. Look at how things turned
out, because I couldn't get the job, I
ventured into business and look at how
successful I have become he told her. She
put on a smile at that point. “When our
marriage was going through difficulty and
we used to say that the devil has cursed us,
we used to wonder whether we were
carrying generational curses since both our
parent's marriages failed. We were wrong.
The moment we put effort to better our
communication and to spend more quality
time together, our marriage improved' he
said looking at her smile”. When we had a
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car accident that wasn't the devil as we used
to say'. That was my fault, my recklessness
for driving while exhausted and battling
fatigue. It was a bad choice, not the devil!
Many Christians are used to blaming the
devil thereby shifting responsibility from
themselves. They don't work on their mess
and much of what they do is to say the devil
is at work. Many marriages are failing, not
because the devil is this powerful being
succeeding but because of laziness,
irresponsibility and indecision by the
couple. So no Honey, we will not make the
devil famous. We will declare more about
God's goodness and be good stewards of
our blessings. We will not live in fear
thinking the devil is coming for us yet we
have God on our side to protect us. We will
take responsibility and when we fail to do
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something, we will own up and do better' he
added.
'Have I ever told you how much I admire
you my amazing husband? She told him. He
smiled and said 'you can tell me one more
time'. She kissed him and said “I love you”.
Honey, let's board a Matatu (meaning mini
buses in Kenya used for commercial purposes).
We don't have much time. The sermon I am
going to preach has changed. I will preach
on exactly what I have learnt from you: Stop
making the devil famous. No more giving
the enemy that has been defeated free
publicity”
We have made the devil ingloriously
famous for far too long, princes and
princesses of the Kingdom have hitherto
walked on bare foot while slaves mounted
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the horses back. This is a phenomenon
occasioned by ignorance of the victorious
status of every believer as well as the
defeated state of our adversary. Taking
responsibility has therefore never been
more relevant as it is now for every
Christian. It is time to leverage on our
victorious stance secured through the
priceless blood of the Lamb for a smooth sail
in our fight of faith. When you fall seven
times, take responsibility to rise again seven
times Prov 24:16, Rom 6:14. Never give up in
your good fight to become all that heaven
has destined you to be.
Shalom!
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Ten
OVERCOMERS INDEED
Your victory is not automatic. As long as
you live in your body, you must continually
fight the good fight of faith. Moreover, God
has promised you victory. Let me explain in
practical terms how your total personality
can master Christ and how to let Him enable
you to live in the Spirit. Philippians 2:13 says,
"It is God who works in you to will and to act
according to his good purpose." God makes
you want to do His will and then gives you
the ability to do it. By an act of your will,
claim Galatians 2:20 as your own experience.
Ephesians 5:18 says, "Be filled with the
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Spirit." Ask the Holy Spirit to fill your
personality and to keep filling you so that
He can guide you, teach you, and give you
the power to be a spiritual person.
Romans 12:2 says: "Do not conform any
longer to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve
what God's will is, his good, pleasing and
perfect will."
Galatians 5:22-23 says: "The fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and selfcontrol. Against such things there is no law."
As you allow the Spirit of God to fill you, He
produces in you the fruits of the Spirit. The
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fruit of the Spirit helps produce the right
emotions in you and helps you control your
emotions.
Romans 6:12-13 says: "Do not let sin reign in
your mortal body so that you obey its evil
desires. Do not offer the parts of your body
to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but
rather offer yourselves to God, as those who
have been brought from death to life; and
offer the parts of your body to Him as
instruments of righteousness." Your body is
God's gift to you so that you can have an
identity, participate in this world, and
communicate with others. It is not evil in
itself; only the flesh or your sinful nature is
evil. Jesus came to live in your body to make
it an instrument of righteousness instead of
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an instrument of sin. Present your body and
all of its members to God to do good.
The idea of punishing the body because it is
evil is not a Christian idea. First Corinthians
6: 19- 20 says: "Do you not know that your
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in
you, whom you have received from God?
You are not your own; you were bought
with a price. Therefore honor God with
your body.” Romans 12:1 says, "I urge you,
brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer
your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and
pleasing to God this is your spiritual act of
worship." Christ's incarnation in a human
body shows its potential for being restored
to its original condition when Christ returns
again and gives you a spiritual body like
His.
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As you fully yield yourself to God, the Holy
Spirit will help you to master your mind,
your will, your emotions, your body, and
your soul through the power of Christ. The
life you live now, you live "by faith in the
Son of God," as Galatians 2:20 says. As you
obey Christ and His commands, He lives in
you and you in Him. Christ lives in the
world through you. Your inner self is
integrated, and you experience peace. You
are continually being filled with the Holy
Spirit, and you overflow with joy, love,
peace, praise, and thanksgiving. Rivers of
living water flow from you to other persons
as a witness to Christ, who lives in you
through the Spirit.

Are you a spiritual

Christian who has been crucified with
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Christ and is being controlled by the Holy
Spirit? First Thessalonians 5:23-24 says:
"May God himself, the God of peace,
sanctify you through and through. May
your whole spirit, soul and body be kept
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
The one who calls you is faithful and he will
do it." Spiritual Christians are not perfect,
but daily they crucify the flesh and
consciously allow the Holy Spirit to fill
them. When they are tempted, they invite
Christ to fill their lives, and they close the
door of the flesh. When they sin, they ask for.
God's forgiveness and strength to help them
overcome the next temptation.
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Remember these seven steps to a Christ-like
character:
1. Ask God, through the Holy Spirit's
guidance, to help you determine in
your will to do the right thing.
2. Open the door of your heart to the Spirit
of God by asking Him to fill you.
3. Close the door of your heart to Satan by
confessing your sins and by claiming
Christ's crucifixion of the flesh.
4. Renew your mind by saturating it with
the Word of God.
5. Allow the Holy Spirit to master your
emotions by producing the fruit of the
Spirit in you.
6. Present your body to Christ as an
instrument of righteousness.
7. Love the Lord your God with all your
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heart, with all your soul, with all your
mind, and with all your strength.
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“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places.”
Ephesians 6:12
The above scripture clearly shows that
Satan and his fallen angels are organized
into a well-coordinated army that is skillful
in carrying our devastating attacks on their
victims. We must therefore be strategic and
confront them from a position of knowledge
and strength. Our warfare as Christians is a
fight of faith that is purely restricted to the
spiritual realm. Although our spiritual
warfare is personal, we must not engage in
it on the basis of our individual effort or
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strength. We must continually channel the
strength of God and the victory we have
through the death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ against the forces of
darkness for as long as we live. Our fight of
faith calls for courage to withstand dreadful
circumstances, determination to overcome
at all costs and persistent prayers. It also
calls for loyalty to fight under the banner of
Christ, the Lord of hosts, standing in His
strength and using the weapons He has
provided.
“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war
after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare
are not carnal, but mighty through God to the
pulling down of strong holds;)”
2 Corinthians 10:3-4
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The Holy Spirit inspires these verses of
scripture to help us have a good
understanding of the true nature of spiritual
warfare and the potency of our Godordained weapons, even though they may
appear ordinary to many. We are
commanded in Ephesians 6:11- 13 to “put
on” and “take on” the whole armour of God.
What makes up the complete armour of
God? The number one component of this
armour is Truth, which refers to Jesus
Himself John 14:6. Next is holiness and
righteousness, and then comes the gospel of
peace, faith in God, salvation, the word of
God, persistent prayers, and finally,
watching and perseverance. The Bible
assures us that when these weapons are
complete, they are effective in pulling down
the strongholds of the devil, casting down
138

Fight the good fight

every imagination of the enemy that is
contrary to the purpose of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought and
device to the obedience of Christ. Our duty
is to ensure that we put on the whole
armour of God and use it to resist the
kingdom of darkness. We know we are
victorious because the Lord of hosts
Himself has already perfected our victory.
Remember to be prepared for war. There are
times of rest when it seems there is peace
while you rest, that is the time to prepare
and be alert, you must pray without
ceasing.
Whenever you meet a stonewall or a hardhearted and unyielding person, remember
that the heart of the king is in the hand of the
Lord. You will also learn by experience that
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a hardened, unyielding person is usually
used by God for His purposes. Pharaoh was
hard and unyielding. The hardness of
Pharaoh's heart was to bring about the will
of God. God wanted to destroy Egypt and
punish them for mistreating Israel. God
wanted to have fun displaying signs and
wonders in the earth. He needed somebody
like Pharaoh whose heart was hardened.
And the Lord said unto Moses, Go in unto
Pharaoh: for I HAVE HARDENED HIS
HEART, and the heart of his servants, that I
might shew these my signs before him: Exodus
10:1
Pharaoh was fighting a foolish fight, there
are many in the world today who engages in
foolish warfare. The good news about your
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own fight is that you have a commander
(Jesus) leading you. He has not lost any
battle, so you cannot loose. You will be
moving from victory to victory in Jesus
name. Remember, the challenges of some
people is the breakfast of champions.
GOD BLESS YOU.
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